As eight o Tclock approached, the guests arrived in force, until the place prepared for them was full of students from Indonesia and the Malay Peninsula, with a fair number from Siam. A member of the secret police, together with three ordinary policemen, was in attendance to represent the authorities.
The proceedings began at eight with a reading from the Holy Quran by Ustaz Shaykh Husain Sa'id, Perak.22
Then the chairman of the preparatory committee for the celebration (ra'is lajnat al-haflat al-tahdiriyya), Muhammad Nasir, Johore,23 2 4 made an opening speech welcoming the guests and thanking them for coming. house,25 and finally in the office from which the journal had subsequently been conducted.
He said that it was he who had first suggested having the journal, and throughout he had worked hard on its behalf. Then he referred to the efforts of Ustaz Djanan Thaib in promoting its growth and continued existence. He appealed to everyone to support it, so that it would prosper and enjoy a long life. For the journal, he said, is for all our young people, not for one special group.
In short, it is our voice. 
Then Ustaz

Muhammad Farid M a fruf, from Java, is now a leading member of Muhammadijah, of whose Educational Section he was head in the early 1950Ts, Director-General of the "Hadji Affairs"
Following Abu Bakar al-AshTari, Muhammad Farid Ma'ruf rose. He thanked everyone for coming and praised the journal and those who ran it, saying that it was indeed the voice of the Indone sian students and could in all truth be regarded as a victory for Indonesia, for it had spread light to the world of Indonesia and Malaya.
Then he wished bon voyage to the treasurer on his journey to France, that land of modern civilization. He spoke also about freedom of the press in Egypt and regretted that the same freedom did not exist in his own country. He likened the spirit of Seruan Azhar to that of TAntara,29 in that it called for greatness, honor and freedom. Throughout his speech, he was greeted with continual applause as a result of the excellent impression he made.
Then Iljas Muhammad Ali al-Hajj arose.30
He began, like others before him, by praising the journal and those who ran it. He said that the principles of Islam called for greatness and the pursuit of perfection and referred to the efforts of Seruan Azhar and the good effect it had had on people at home. He spoke of the benefits of the press, among them that newspapers and journals were the handmaidens of the homeland. Defense of the homeland and an appeal for unity and cooperation were among the first principles of Seruan Azhar. And he went on to describe the impression the journal had made. ficing themselves for it. He took as an example the Americans, who had attained to civilization as a result of their own efforts to uplift their country and were now highly advanced in industrial development. He said that we too had no shortage of knowledge or intellect, but we did not put in real effort. He urged all present to get together and cooperate, for unity was the only weapon for every success. He criticized those sons of his own race who had played traitor to their homeland and sold it to foreigners-truly, they were lackeys of imperialism.
Muhammad Rusli Abdul
At this point the chairman announced an interval of ten minutes.
When the proceedings were resumed, Muchtar Jahja rose.32
He began his speech by apologizing for any mistakes he might make in his address, for he was not an expert in Arabic, having spent a very brief time in studying it.
He praised the journal and those who ran it, using many learned examples to illustrate its progress and its good influ ence on the homeland and the people there, and the way in which the journal had called for freedom from the foreign yoke. The speaker appealed for unity. His discourse was greeted with applause.
Then Rifa'ie Junus rose.33
He read a poem in Malay praising the journal and its staff one by one, and praising also the journal's efforts in and influence on the homeland.
It was a journal of the highest standing. The poem was first-rate and delighted its hearers so much that it had to be repeated several times, to great applause. The burden of his speech was in keeping with the purpose of the gathering and similar to what had been said by those who preceded him. He spoke of the benefits of unity, said it was a strong force, and referred to the virtues of action. Truly, he said, the Indonesia now arising will be rich in her sons. Then he spoke of the necessity of the nationalist movement for liberation from colonialism. He quoted a saying of Shakespeare concerning the need for action.
After this, Muhammad
After him, Muchtar Afandi Lutfi rose.
He repeated praises already sung of Indonesia and the Peninsula.
In all truth, he said, these two countries are one, like Egypt and the Sudan. He thanked the Egyptian government for giving us the opportunity to study and to live here. He did not feel like a foreigner, he said, because Egypt is an eastern country and we are easterners, and as long as we are in the east, we are not strangers.
Then he spoke of his life in the realm of politics. He came to Egypt because he was forced to by the Dutch government, because he was not allowed to live in their colonial empire. He had gone to the Malay Peninsula, where he had received treat ment similar to that accorded to him in Indonesia, and for that reason, he had had to flee to Egypt and seek shelter there. He had worked as editor of Seruan Azhar for more than a year. He urged those present to unite and work together. the journal or on those who ran it, for everyone present could see the proofs for themselves. Seruan Azhar had consistently striven for unity and for the creation of a strong association. In his opinion, the greatest value of Seruan Azhar was its call for Indonesian unity. Indonesian unity meant the union of all the Indonesian peoples under the shelter of one flag, to make a single state, as in those distant times when it had such a glorious and powerful history. He called for the creation of one Indonesian bond and association and urged his friends the students from Siam to participate in this association and in the journal. They are here with us, he said, and we must invite them to join us in creating a single Indonesian association. He regretted that there were no Filipino students here.
Then Husin Jahja rose.36
He spoke of the excellence and distinction of the journal and of its achievements, at the same time praising those who ran it, quoting several examples and calling for unity and coop eration .
Then Ustaz Mahmud Junus rose.
He said how good the evening had been, because the meeting had embraced everyone. A gathering such as this had not previ ously taken place in all the history of our life in Egypt. He thanked the audience. 14. After this, Ustaz Ahmad !Ata Allah, as chairman of the organizing committee for the celebrations (ra'is lajnat athaflat al-tanzimiyya), rose.37
He thanked everyone for coming and apologized lest the sherbet had not been to everyone's taste. He recited several Malay pantun and other poems by way of encouraging the further progress and success of the journal.
He ended his speech with a pantun which had everyone ap plauding enthusiastically. At this juncture, the proceedings were brought to a close, at 11.00 p.m., with a reading from the Holy Quran. 
